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Digging Deeper: What’s next for multiple disadvantage data
Workshop Write Up - 12 May 2026  - Chaired by: Richard Lewis
Speakers: 
· Sam Beard, Senior Data Analyst, Changing Futures Nottingham
· Glen Bramley, Professor of Urban Studies, Herriot Watt University, Edinburgh
What did we discuss?
After a short introduction from Richard reflecting on the philosophical and practical challenges of quantitative data collection and analysis, Sam spoke first. He introduced some work that he has been leading on in Nottingham, outlining the challenge in his work: 
· When the ability to identify those experiencing SMD is poor we have little context of how they impact the system. 
· When we have little oversight of how those we know to be experiencing SMD use the system, we can only estimate.
His work has been to support improved identification of SMD in support services, focusing on consistent flagging of SMD in individual datasets to support comparative analysis. This is hoped to demonstrate need for comprehensive partnership working.
He outlined the benefits of integrated data sets and their transformative potential, particularly for strategic planning and commissioning for SMD.
We then were followed by a short presentation from Prof. Glen Bramley who reflected on the academic interest in multiple disadvantage and the work that he has undertaken. He gave a broad overview of the types of things that previous studies have been interested in, including:
· Size of cohort
· “Costing” to public services
· Geographic prevalence and unequal distribution of MD
· Relationship with other related factors (like Adverse Childhood Experiences)
He also reflected that blending of quantitative data with qualitative data was important and reflected on the impact of research on policy development, particularly in Scotland. Recent unpublished work shows substantial increases in people experiencing destitution, homelessness and rough sleeping and domestic abuse, as well as a concern picture on the availability and quantity of data for academic research to mine. 
This was then followed by a short Q&A with the speakers.
See also: Sam’s presentation and Glen’s speaking notes.
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